THE  EVIDENCE  OF  THE  FIRST FOLIO
signed by the two players.55 Says Greenwood:
"On this excellent statement I have only to
remark that 'Want of practice in composition'
would hardly account for the statement as a fact
of what the writers must have known to be
untrue; but no doubt the solution of the difficulty
lies in the suggestion that the Preface was written
by a literary man"
With reference to the sentence "Wee scarce
have received from him a blot in his papers/3
Greenwood says, "But we now know that this
statement is ridiculous; that if the players had
any unblotted manuscripts in their hands (which
is by no means probable) they were merely 'Fair
Copies'; that if they really thought that the
author of the plays wrote them off currente calamo
and never blotted a line, never revised, never
made any alterations, they knew nothing whatever
concerning the real Shakespeare.55 Ben Jonson
could have given the authority for the text in the
case of each play, whether quarto, transcripts,
autographs or fair copies of the latter; but he
was engaged to write a good advertisement;
and, as will be shown later, was nearer the truth
than is at first apparent.
Again "The Players (or Ben Jonson for them)
state that Shakespeare had during his lifetime
the 'right to publish his plays,5 and the epistle
dedicatory . . . refers to 'the Author5 in terms
which imply that had he not been removed by
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